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In 1974, Joe DeRosa moved from Medford, Massachusetts and settled in
Atkinson, New Hampshire. He became attracted to the chann and beauty of the town and
soon found a property to call home.
In 1979, Joe joined the Atkinson Fire Department and after many hours of
training, combined his firetlghting and leadership skills to become a Lieutenant for four
years. Joe is still a member of the Fire Department today. He is very proud of his
involvement with the department and believes volunteering at the Atkinson Fire
Department is a most important contribution.
Over the years, Joe has served on just about every board and committee for the
town. He has been on the Budget Committee, Planning Board, ZBA, Recreation,
Building Needs, Conservation, Fund Raising committees, and more. For the last thirteen
years, Joe has served as a member of the Board of Selectmen.
When asked why he commits so much of himself to the community, he will tell
you that he is motivated by "a love for the Town of Atkinson". He is proud that he has
had the opportunity to contribute to the integinty of Atkinson and is committed to
maintaining its charm. He is only interested in the necessary changes to the community
that will continue to make our town a desirable place to live and raise children. Joe is
committed to and feels that he has been instrumental in helping keep the taxes down,
while providing good services to the residents.
He takes pride in being a Selectman. He is always available to residents for
opinions, council, or just to listen. Joe has opened his heart to this town and his house for
neighbors in need. He is known for his compassion and generosity.
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As I sit and review the events of the year 2000, I can't help but marvel at how the
town center area developed without compromising the beauty of our town. While there
were initial concerns as to how the new fire station would tit into the landscape, it
became apparent early on that all the planning paid off We are the owners of a fine
looking building, which should make all residents proud. The old station came down
quietly one Wednesday in November, and there was no need to look back. The vision of
a state of the art building needed the attention now. Last September, a two-day event to
marked the occasion of the grand opening with ribbon cuttings, speeches, music, food,
and tours of the new Atkinson Fire Station.
We also enjoyed the Town Report insert. The Way It Was.. The different
narratives and stories submitted by our resident historians gave us a flavor that was
refreshing and entertaining to read. Thanks to Donna Sullivan for the long hours to
compile these treasures.
The Town Hall took on a professional new look. The old damaged caipet has
been replaced, and the walls and trim were painted. We have asked the Historical
Society to help us decorate the walls with photographs. The new computer systems are
in place and other than working out the bugs of Windows 2000; the upgrade has been a
good step into the future. The Joint Loss Management Committee has been working
hard to keep the employees safe at work. The Recreation Committee has had another
successful year with Sun 'N Fun, and the senior program at the Community Center has
continued to expand their trips, lunches, and events of interest.
While the tax rate has increased, we have worked diligently to maintain our
operating costs. The Selectmen are appreciative of the efforts of our employees, and
also express gratitude to the many committee members and volunteers who make this
town what we are today.
I would like to extend a special "thank you" to my fellow board members for the
past year. 1 have enjoyed serving as your Selectman for the last six years and would like
to continue for another term.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.
Sincerely,
Barbara L. Stewart, Chainnan
Town of Atkinson
Financial Statement









Total Capital Resene Funds
Unredeemed Taxes:
End of Year 1999
End of Year 1998

















Liabilities & Fund Balance
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Current Portion of Long Term Debt
Special Appropriations
School Dislnct Taxes Payable
Outstanding


















Total Cash on Hand
Town of Atkinson
Treasurer's Summary








































Fire Station Project Fund Summary
Beginning Balance - January 1, 2000
Interest Income
Transferred to General Account






Beginning Balance - January 1, 2000 $1,021,425.00
Pnncipal Payments (102,143.00)
















In planning and performing our audit of the financial at
Town of Atkinson, New Hampshire for the year ended Decern
considered the Town's incernal control s-ructure zo de-e
audiurng procedures for the purpose of expressing an











During the course of our audit, we





This letter dees nor affect our repor- dai:ea April 12, ;
financial statemenrs of tne Town of Atkrnscn, Mew .4arr.ps:
Respectfully submitted.
u
































TAX COLLECTOR" S REPORT
My name is Debra L. DeSimone (Debi). After being elected to the position of Tax Collector on March 14.2000 for a three year term
and graduating from the NHTCA course gnen for Town Clerks and Tax Collectors on July 21.2000. 1 was found to have fulfilled the
requirements of Certified Tax Collector and was admitted the rights and privileges belonging to that training and achievement as
approved bv the NHTCA on September 27.2000.
._ _ #", _
As you read the following report vou will see why 1 feel that it is a priv ilege to sene this commun!t> . The 96% of collected tax
revenue shows the commitment and dedication of the people of the Town of Atkinson.
















PRIOR FISCAL YR CREDITS $9,749.59
COMMITTED FY
TAX
PROPERTY $8,777,665.00 $ 9.878.85
USE CHANGE $82,740.00
$8,470,527 35 $240,379.89 $16088
$67,726.16
$ 2930.53 $13,748.63 $73.15
ABATEMENTS ON
TAX
'^?;;5:5i.'' -T'm^'- »;,>•" S 2.374.00 $ 3.733.00 $4,328.00
$ 27,740 00
OVERPAYMENTS ON ~ —
TAX
PROPERTY $ 42.213.65 $ 459.60
















1 hereby certify that the above report is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
RespcctfuUv submitted.
Debra L. DeSimonc. Certified Tax Collector
16.
TAX LIENS REPORT
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
For the Year Ending, December 3 1 , 2000
ATKINSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
January 10,2001
MOTOR VEHICLE FEES $1,077,250 00
MUNICIPAL AGENT FEES $ 18,365.00
DOG LICENSES AND UNLICENSED FINES $ 5,075 50
BOAT PERMIT FEES $ 3,468 76
TITLE FEES $ 3,386 00
UCCFEES -'^- - $ 2,009.50
CERTIFIED COPY FEES - $ 1,812 00
MARRIAGE LICENSES $ 1,440.00
POSTAGE $ 1,099.55
STATE BOAT AGENT FEES $ 370.50
TOWN BOAT AGENT FEES - _.„_.„,- .^J ,. 162,00
TAX LIEN FEES ..I
, ,^ ,
1 50.00
POLE AND CABLE LICENSE FEES ~ ' "^ '^""$ ' 80.00
DREDGE AND FILL PERMIT FEES $ 50 00
FILING FEES $ 14.00
ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT FEES $ 15.00
PAID TREASURER [ $ 1.114,747.81
I hereby certify that the above is correct according to the best of my knowledge and
belief
Respectflilly submitted.
Linda S. Jette, Town Clerk
,18.
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
(By Source of Revenue)
Description
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Penalties and Interest
Business Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Building Permits
Other Licenses, Permits/Fees
Shared Rev Block Grant
Shared Meals & Tax Distribution
Highway Block Grant
Other Reimburse/State of NH
Income From Departments
Recreation Revenue









SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Value of Land Only:
Current Use $ 208,375
Residential $156,089,300
Commercial Industrial $ 5,719.300
Total Taxable Land $162,016,975
Value of Buildings Only:
Residential $283,702,700
Manufactured Housing $ 55,000
Commercial Industrial "^ $ 10.248,600





Total Public Utilities $ 3,286,800
- .-v
Valuation Before Exemptions $459,310,075
Exemptions:
Blind Exemptions (3) $ 45,000
Elderly Exemptions (27) $ 2,464,400
Physically Handicapped (5) $ 166,500
Solar/Windpower (8) $ 97.166
Total Exemptions $ 2,773.066
Net Valuation on Which Tax Rate in Computer: $453,250,209
,20.
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, Land and Buildings $505,500
Furniture and equipment 254,650
Library/Kimbali House Land and Buildings $398,800
Furniture and equipment 385,000
Police Department, Land and Buildings $252,400
Furniture and equipment 110,000
Fire Department and Town Garage, Land and Buildings $546,200
Furniture and equipment 122,430
Community Center, Land and Buildings $273,700
Furniture and equipment 27,500
Mediation, Land and Buildings $ 90,900
Cemetery, Land and Buildings $158,000
Woodlock Park, Land and Buildings $476,400
All other lands including those
acquired through Tax Collector's Deeds $4,143,284
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2000 VENDOR PAYMENT SUMMARY
A Safe Place
A & C Tire




Aids Response of the Seacoast
Airgas Inc.
American Library Assoc.
Alliance for Community Media























Atkinson Women's Civic Club
Atkinson Youth Baseball






Auto Electric Service Inc
Avitar Assoc of NE Inc
B-B Chain Inc
Baker & Taylor Inc













2000 VENDOR PAYMENT SUMMARY
2000 VENDOR PAYMENT SUMMARY
2000 VENDOR PAYMENT SUMMARY





























Transamerica R.E. Tax Serv
Traynor Glass Co





Trustees of the Trust Fund
Turell, Michael




United Paper & Novelty Co
United Divers Inc
Unitil

























































































AS AMENDED AT DELIBERATIVE SESSION - February 10, 2001
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF ATKINSON
2001 Town Meeting Warrant
To the inhabitants of the Town of Atkinson in the County of Rockingham in said
State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Dyke Auditorium of Atkinson Academy on
Saturday, the 10th day of February next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon to deliberate
upon the articles included in the warrant.
You are also notified to meet on Tuesday the thirteenth day of March 2001, at
7:30 o'clock in the morning in the Atkinson Community Center, to vote by official
ballot on the election of town officials and on all warrant articles. By vote of the
Selectmen, the polls for the meeting will remain open from 7:30 o'clock in the
forenoon until 8:00 o'clock in the evening.
Article 2001-1 Choose all necessary officers for the coming year.
Article 2001-2 Zoning Amendment - Section 610:3b (3)
An Amendment as proposed by the planning board for the Town Zoning Ordinance
Section 610:3b (3) (This amendment would eliminate the Planning Board's ability to
waive the common open space requirement in cluster subdivisions approved as low-
moderate income housing. By eliminating this section, the only relief to this requirement
of the Ordinance would require a variance from the Zoning Board of Adjustment. This
amendment will also eliminate single family detached dwellings, on individual lots, in a
cluster subdivisions.)
This amendment proposes to delete the last sentence from Section 610:3 b (3) 'the
requirement of 50% common land (Section 600:14) shall be reduced to 40% covenanted
common land to be maintained as pennanent open spacer
—
In Clus ters containing only
single family detached units on individual lots with individual septic sys tems , the 40%
covenanted common land may be waived along with related cluster ordinances 600: H,
600:15, 600:16 and 600:17. (6/13/92)'
Recommended by Planning Board
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
I
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Article 2001-3 Zoning Amendment
An Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board which
will add a new definition for "Townhouse" defining them as 2, 3 and 4 unit multi-family
residential buildings; to clarify Section 600 of the ordinance to allow single family
residential clusters be grouped on lots or condominium ownership on smaller lots than
would otherwise be allowed as traditional subdivisions; to clarify the perimeter buffering
requirements in Section 600: 1 1 ; and to restrict Low-Moderate housing to Multi-Family
Townhouses in Section 610:2.
New Definition: Townhouse - A multi-family unit with 2, 3 or 4 dwelling units per
building and no dwelling unit to be located above another.
Recodify' and amend:
600: 1 Pennitted Uses
(a) Townhouse developments in a cluster concept with 2, 3 or 4 units per
building are permitted in any district except the commercial, commercial
professional and commercial-industrial district within the Town of
Atkinson and may be exempt from the provisions of Lot and Yard
Regulations Minimum required, but subject to the conditions which follow.
(b) Single Family residential cluster subdivisions that permit dwelling units to
be grouped on lots or sites with dimensions, frontages and setbacks as
defined in Section 600:8 b. and reduced from conventional requirements or
on land under condominium ownership shall be permitted in any district
except the commercial, commercial professional and commercial-industrial
district within the Town of Atkinson and may be exempt from the
provisions of Lot and Yard Regulations Minimum Required, but subject to
the conditions which follow.
600:7 Development Density
(a) Townhouse developments shall not exceed eight (8) dwelling units per any
single acre within the area being developed.
(b) Single family cluster developments shall not exceed four (4) dwelling units
per any single acre within the area being developed.
600:8 Dimensional Requirement
(a) Rural cluster development shall not be required to conform to the minimum
frontage, setback, and lot sizes required in the zoning ordinance, but shall
be so designed and constructed as to achieve the purposes of rural cluster
development set forth in these regulations.
(b) All dwellings within a single family residential cluster development shall
conform to no less than the minimum dimensional requirements specified
herein:
a. Lot frontage 25'
b. Lot Depth 125'
c. Front Yard 30'
d. Rear Yard 50'
e. Side Yard 15'*
* if the sprinkler system requirement is waived for a subdivision, 25" side yards shall be
required throughout the development.
600:11 Buffers Requirements:
(a) A multifamily townhouse cluster development shall have a one hundred
(100) foot landscaped buffer around the entire parcel and along existing
town roads to provide an adequate division of transition from abutting land
uses and existing town roads.
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(b) Single family residential cluster shall be subject to the following landscaped
buffer requirement:
Fee simple lot ownership subdivision 50'
Condominium ownership 100'
The landscaped buffer shall extend around the perimeter of the entire parcel and
along existing town roads to provide adequate transition between abutting land
uses. Wherever possible, natural vegetation shall be retained. No construction,
excepting primary access roads, shall be permitted in the buffer. Septic systems,
parking areas, and service roads shall be excluded from the landscaped buffer.
No portion of the buffer area shall encroach onto any lot defined for
construction of a dwelling within the single-family residential cluster
development.
610:2 Qualification for Higher Density (add a new subsection 4)
(4) Low/Moderate housing shall be limited to Multi-family Townhouses.
Recommended by Planning Board
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-4 Zoning Amendment - Building Code Ordinance
An Amendment to the Building Code Section of the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by
the Fire Department to adopt the National Fire Protection Association 'Standard 501.
Manufactured Housing' to set standards that shall cover all the equipment and
installations used in the design, construction, transportation, fire safety, plumbing, heat-
producing, and electrical systems of manufactured homes that are designed to be used as
dwelling units. This standard shall, to the maximum extent possible, establish
performance requirements. In certain instances, however, the use of specific
requirements is necessary.
Recommended by Planning Board
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-5 Citizen Petition - Zoning Amendment - Section 700.1F
By Petition - TO AMEND SECTION 700. IF TO REVISE THAT SECTION TO READ
AS FOLLOWS:
700. IF Other Non-conforming Uses
Business uses, which have existed for at least 20 years under continuous common
ownership, shall be granted a Special Exception from the Zoning Board of Adjustment
once the following procedures are met:
The Applicant shall submit a sworn affidavit attesting and confirming that:
A. The applicant has owned and operated the business for at least 20 continuous
years.
B. The uses of the property during that 20-year period were open and discoverable.
Once the special exception is granted, the applicant shall submit a present site plan
depicting the present physical aspects of the property. This will be used as a guideline
for any future changes, which must be approved by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.
Also, the business must then comply with current annual town inspections. (Majority
vote required)
Recommended by Planning Board
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
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Article 2001-6 Operating Budget
Shall the Town of Atkinson raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not mcluding
appropriations by special wanant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the
amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first
session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling Two Million Nine Hundred Three
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty Dollars ($2,903,320). Should this article be defeated,
the operating budget shall be Two Million Seven Hundred Eighty-two Thousand Five
Hundred Twelve Dollars ($2,782,512), which is the same as last year, with certain
adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Atkinson or by law or the
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40; 13, X and
XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only." NOTE: This warrant
article does not include appropriations in ANY other wan-ant article. (Majority vote
required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-7 Fund Request
To see if the municipality will \ote to support the services of the Greater DeiTy/Gieater
Salem Regional Transportation Council and raise and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for this purpose. This article is in addition to Wanant Article
2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority \ote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-8 Brendan Road
To see if the municipality will vote to reconstiuct 0.25 miles of Brendan Road to a width
of 24 feet and to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty-nine Thousand Four Hundred
Dollars ($59,400) for this purpose. All work will be done under the supervision of the
Road Agent. This article is in addition to Wairant Article 2001-6, the operating budget.
(Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-9 Dow Avenue
To see if the municipality will vote to reconstruct 0.25 miles of Dow A\enue to a width
of 20 feet and to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty-nine Thousand Four Hundred
Dollars ($59,400) for this purpose. All work will be done under the supervision of the
Road Agent. This article is in addition to Wanant Article 2001-6. the operating budget.
(Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-10 Amberwood Drive
To see if the municipality will vote to reconstruct 0.70 miles of Amberwood Drive to a
width of 22 feet and to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Si.\ty-six Thousand
Three Hundred Twenty Dollars ($166,320) for this purpose. All work will be done under
the supervision of the Road Agent. This article is in addition to Warrant Article 2001-6.
the operating budget. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
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Article2001-ll Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer Stipend Increase
To see if the municipality will vote to increase the Treasurer's and Deputy Treasurer's
stipends as follows: Treasurer, from One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) to
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000) annually: Deputy Treasurer, from Seven Hundred Fifty
Dollars ($750) to One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,250) annually. This
would increase the budget by One Thousand Dollars ($1,000). This article is in addition
to Warrant Article 2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-12 New Capital Reserve Fund - Digital Communications
To see if the municipality will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the
provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of replacing the Police Department's present
radios with new mandated digital equipment and to raise and appropriate the sum of
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) to be placed in this fijnd and to vote to appoint the
Selectmen as agents to expend from the Digital Communications CRT and to apply for
and accept any grants that may become available for this purpose. This article is in
addition to Wairant Article 2001-6. the operating budget article. (Majority vote required).
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-13 Citizen Petition - Consei-vation Funds
By Petition: To see if the voters will vote to place all of the revenue of all future
payments collected under NH RSA 79-A:7 (the Land Use Change Tax) into the General
Fund.
As is the practice in over 100 municipalities in New Hampshire, the town of Atkinson
cuiTently funds the Conservation Fund with approximately 97^0 of the revenues from the
Land Use Change Tax when land is taken out of Current Use for development (in
accordance with NH RSA 36-A:5 III). The Conservation Fund, along with matching
LCHIP (state) flinds, is used to purchase consen'ation easements on other land in order to
help preserve open spaces in the Town of Atkinson. Approval of this Wairant Article
would eliminate this conservation funding, and would apply the Land Use Change Tax
revenues to hind other items in the town's budget. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-14 Kimball Public Library - Circulation/Catalog Operating System
To see if the municipality will vote to purchase a new circulation/ catalog operating
system, including necessary software, hardware and circulation/catalog/intemet stations
for the Kimball Public Library and to raise and appropriate the sum of Sixty Thousand
Dollars ($60,000) for this purpose. This article is in addition to Wanant Article 2001-6,
the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-15 Highway Department -Town Truck
To see if the municipality will vote to purchase a heavy one-ton dump truck and plow for
the Highway Department and to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty-five Thousand
Dollars ($45,000) for this puipose. This article is in addition to Wanant Article 2001-6,
the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Not Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by Budget Committee
,
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Article 2001-16 Disposal of Town Property - Dump Truck and Plow
To see if the municipality will vote to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of the Highway
Department's 1997 dump ti"uck and plow by bid, trade, or sale contingent on passage of
Article 2001-15. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 200 1 - 1 7 Code OfEthics Amendment - Declaration ofPolicy
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will make the Atkinson Code of Ethics Ordinance Declaration of Policy
similar to the State Code of Ethics (Executive Order #98-1) and emphasize Conflict of
Interest.
Proposed change as follows:
Under declaration of policy, after the word govermnent (line 6) delete the period and add
the words "Members to perform their duties without conflicts between their private
interests and those of the citizens they ser\'e".
The amended phrase to read "and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its
government members to perform their duties without conflicts between their private
interests and those of the citizens they serve." (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-18 Code OfEthics Amendment - Section II, Purpose
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will incorporate words and phrases from RSA 31:39A and Executive
order number 98-1 to give prominence to conflict of Interest.
Under Section 11, Purpose,
After the word "Town" (line 3) add "thereby regulating conflicts of interest or the
appearance of conflict of interest". On line three after the word "and" add: "also
requiring". On the last line after the word "town" delete the period and add "that may be
or appear to be a conflict of interest".
Proposed amendment under Section II, Purpose, to read as follows:
The amendment will read: The purpose of this code is to establish guidelines for ethical
standards of conduct for all officials and employees by setting forth those acts or actions
that are incompatible with the best interest of the town, thereby regulating conflicts of
interest or the appearance of conflicts: and also requiring disclosure by such officials and
employees of private financial or other interest in matters affecting the town that may be
or appear to be a conflict of interest. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-19 Code Of Ethics Amendment - Section IV, Definitions
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the .Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will add a definition under Section IV, Definitions.
This definition is taken from the State Code of Ethics, executive order 98-1.
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The proposed amendment to read: Conflict of Interest: A situation, circumstance, or
financial interest which has the potential to cause a private interest to interfere with the
proper exercise of a public duty. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-20 Code OfEthics Amendment — Section I, Election
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will be consistent with Section IV, Definitions, where the word family
is defined.
Proposed change as follows:
Under Section I. Election of Code of Ethics Committee. Paragraph C. third sentence.
change the word "Relatives" to "Family". (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-21 Code OfEthics Amendment Clarification ofDefinition "Family"
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee'.'
This amendment will clarify the definition of Family.
Proposed change as follows:
Delete the words "His or Her"
Delete the words "or similar step relations of the member's spouse"
Add the words "Stepparents, step brothers, step sisters".
The amended definition to read:
Family: Includes spouse, parents, stepparents, grandparents, children, stepchildren,
grandchildren, brothers, stepbrothers, sisters, stepsisters, and in-laws. (Majority vote
required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-22 Code OfEthics Amendment - Section V, Prohibited Conduct
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Contmittee?
This amendment will represent prohibited conduct as a Conflict of Interest.
Under Section V, Prohibited Conduct
Proposed change is as follows:
After the word conduct: add, "Participating in prohibited conduct establishes a Conflict
of Interest with the town". (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-23 Code OfEthics Amendment - Section 1 7, Exclusions
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will remove ambiguous and redundant plirasing. The limited value of
acceptable gifts is covered in Section V, Prohibited Conduct, Paragraph A (9).
Proposed change is as follows:
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Under Section VI, Exclusions, Paragraph A.
Delete the following - "'unsolicited consumable (excepting alcohol beverages) items
including flowers that are donated to an entire group and are consumed or eaten on the
premises". (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-24 Code OJ Ethics Amendment - Section VII
Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Code of Ethics
Ordinance as proposed by the Atkinson Code of Ethics Committee?
This amendment will make the procedure for processing inquires and alleged violations.
Section VII, Paragraph A, more concise and clearer to follow.
Proposed changes are as follows:
Section VII, Paragraph A
Delete the word "Violation" and add "Conflict of Interesf
.
Section VII, Paragraph B
Delete in its entirety and replace with the following:
The Code of Ethics Committee will first review the inquiry or alleged violation and
determine if it is within the jurisdiction of the Committee's authority. If the petition is
found to be within the Committee's jurisdiction, the Committee will proceed with an
investigation and hearing if deemed necessary.
Under Section VII, Paragraph A
Insert # (2) before the sentence "The petition must be filed with the Town Clerk, who
shall promptly fonvard a copy to the Code of Ethics Committee."
Under Section VII, Paragraph A
Add # (3) "The person submitting the request for infonnation or the petition of alleged
Conflict of Interest must complete a Petitioner Infoimation Form." (Majority vote
required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-25 Police Department Defibrillator
To see if the municipality will vote to purchase a portable defibrillator for the police
cruiser and to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand One Hundred Dollars
(S4.100) for this puipose. This article is in addition to Wan-ant Article 2001-6, the
operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-26 Employee Dental Benefit
To see if the municipality will vote to include a dental package as a benefit for the
employees of the town and to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five
Hundred ($4,500) for this purpose. The dental package would be offered at a 50%
premium co-pay by the employees. This article is in addition to Warrant Article 2001-6,
the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen




Article 2001-27 Modify The Elderly Exemption
"Shall we modify the elderly exemptions from property tax in the town of Atkinson,
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of
age up to 75 years. Fifty-seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($57,500); for a person
75 years of age up to 80 years, Eighfy-six Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars
($86,250); for a person 80 years of age or older One Hundred Fifteen Thousand Dollars
($11 5,000). To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least
5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such
person's spouse, they must have been manied for at least 5 years. In addition, the
taxpayer must have a net income of not more than Twenty-seven Thousand Dollars
($27,000) or, if maiTied, a combined net income of less than Thirty-five Thousand
Dollars ($35,000); and own net assets not in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000)
excluding the value of the person's residence." Applicants must file by August 1 of tax
year to qualify for that year. New exemption qualifications become effective tax year
2002.
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-28 Capital Resei-ve Fund - Cable TV
To see if the municipality will vote to appropriate the sum of Twenfy-four Thousand
Dollars ($24,000) to be deposited in the Atkinson Community Television Capital Reserve
Fund, such hands to come from Adelphia from fees returned to the Town under the
Franchise Agreement of May 27, 1983 for this purpose. (Effect on tax rate $0) (Majority
vote required).
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-29 New Capital Reserve Fund - Kimball Public Libraiy
To see if the municipality will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the
provisions of RSA 35; 1 for the purpose of constructing and equipping a new Library
facility, and to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars
($200,000) to be placed m this fund, Twenty-three Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars
($23,700) of which is from the balance of the 1998 Library Planning article. This article
is in addition to Wanant Article 2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority vote
required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-30 Employee Benefitsfor Road Agent
To see if the municipality will \ote to approve vacation, sick/personal time, and holidays
for the Road Agent as provided in the Atkinson Employee's Handbook. (Majority vote
required.)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-31 Capital Reserve Fund - Fire Department Fire Equipment and Vehicles
To see if the municipality will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand
Dollars ($30,000) to be added to the Fire Department Fire Equipment and Vehicles
Capita! Reserve Fund previously established for the puipose of acquiring fire equipment
and vehicles as detennined by the Board of Engineer's capital plan. This article is in
addition to WaiTant Article 2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
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Article 200 1 -32 Fire Department Self-Cotitained Breathing Apparatus
To see if the municipality will vote to purchase new self-contained breathing apparatus
and associated equipment for the Fire Department and to raise and appropriate the sum of
Sixty-five Thousand Dollars ($65,000) for this purpose. This article is in addition to
Warrant Article 2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-33 Disposal of Town Property - Air Compressor
To see if the municipality will \ote to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of the Fire
Department's old air compressor by bid, trade, or sale. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-34 Disposal of Town Property - Generator
To see if the municipality will vote to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of the Fire
Department's generator from the old fire station by bid, trade, or sale. (Majority vote
required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-35 Dow Common Improvements - Basic Six
To see if the municipality will \ote to improve the existing Dow Common by adding the
basic six components of lanterns, benches, trees, walkway bricks, sign and restore
existing hand pump and to raise and appropriate the sum of Sixteen Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($16,500) for this puipose. This article is in addition to Wanant Article
2001-6, the operating budget article. (Majority \ote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-36 Dow Common Improvements — Pavilion
To see if the municipality will \ote to build on the Dow Common and to raise and
appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars (S30.000) for this puipose. All labor,
services, material or fiinds donated for the building of this pavilion shall offset in dollar
volume the money received from this article and those offset fiinds shall be returned to
the town's general fiind. The pavilion would be in addition to the basic six improvements
noted in Wairant .Article 2001-35. This article is in addition to Wanant .Article 2001-6.
the operating budget article. (Majorit>' vote required)
Not Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-37 Citizen Petition - Part-time Police Chief
By Petition: To see if the municipality will vote to keep the Police Chiefs position
"part-time" . (Majority vote required)
Not Recommended bv Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-38 Remove Position ofSexton From Ballot
To see if the municipality will vote to remove the position of Sexton from the ballot
effecti\e March 2002. (Pursuant to RSA 289.7 II) (Majority \ote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
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Article 2001-39 Amendment of Cemetery By-laws, Rules and Regulations
To see if the municipality will vote to approve the following amendments to the
Cemetery Bylaws, Rules and Regulations;
TOWN OF ATKINSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
CEMETERY BY-LA WS, RULESAND REGULA TIONS
1. Every town shall provide one or more suitable public cemeteries for the
intennent of deceased persons, within its limits, which shall be subject to such
regulations as the Town may establish. [RSA 289: 1]
2. Every town shall raise and appropriate sufficient flinds, by taxation or otherwise,
to provide for the suitable care and maintenance [add "ofall cemeteries"] within
its confines, which are not other^vise provided for. Also every town shall
provide and maintain around all cemeteries, a good and sufficient fence and
supply the same with necessary gates. [RSA 289:6]
3. The duty of the Cemetery Tiustees is to supervise all cemeteries to the end that
fiinds raised through taxation or otherwise, may be expended as best to serve the
purpose for which they are raised.
4. A plan for each cemetery, with the lots numbered and containing the names of
owners as known, shall be kept in Town Hall. The Board of Cemeteiy Trustees
shall indicate in each lot the exact location of graves made in the same. This
particular duty of the Board of Cemetery Trustees shall be completed
immediately following a burial.
5. Prices of lots to be purchased shall be set by the Selectmen and all deeds
recorded with the Town Clerk. Transfer of ownership may be accomplished
only when the original deed is returned to the Board of Selectmen and a new
deed is issued. Transfer of ownership from a resident to a non-resident shall be
valid only after payment to the Town of the difference resident and non-resident
lot price.
6. No intennent shall be made in ground, tomb or vault, and no disinterment or
removal shall be made without a permit issued by the State or Town Clerk and
delivered to the Cemetery Trustees. [Prior wording was "Sexton"] Upon
completion of the interment-removal, the burial permit shall be delivered to the
Town Clerk.
7. In the event of a cremation, notice of the location of the ashes will be filed with
the Town Clerk. No ashes will be inteired unless contained with a suitable
receptacle.
8. All actual interments, disinterments, or removals shall be made under the
direction of the Cemetery Trustees. [Prior wording was "by the Sexton or
under his direction"]. Funerals within the cemetery proper shall be under the
supervision of the Board of Cemeteiy Tmstees. [Ends before prior wording "as
to routes taken".]
9. No horses, snowmobiles, bicycles, motorcycles, OHRVs [replaces "RV's"],
stretch limousines or large trucks, except those authorized by the Cemetery
Trustees shall be pennitted in the cemeteries.
10. Interment and disinterment fees shall be determined by the Cemetery Trustees
and Board of Selectmen. [Prior wording was "Intemient fees shall be
determined by the Board of Selectmen. The Sexton shall be paid for his time for
a disinterment."]
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11. All inteiTnents shall be conducted between spring opening and fall closing dates.
The opening and closing dates of the cemeteries shall be determined by the
Cemetery Board of Trustees, using weather and road conditions as guidelines.
12. Excavations are to be a depth of five feet for a vault [add "at the low side of the
gravesite"] and three feet for a cremation receptacle, [add to follow: "and shall
be a minimum of 12" from the edge of the traveled portion of the cemetery
roadway".]
13. Flower anangements are to be removed from the gravesite [remove "by the
Sexton ") no later than one week [add "(7 calendar days) "] after a burial, [add
"by the person hired to perform the burial. That person shall also be
responsible to see that the gravesite shall be properly filled, compacted,
loamed and seeded immediately following the interment. No fill from any
gravesite shall be removedfrom the cemeteries for any purpose by any person
unless directed by the Cemeteiy Trustees. No payment for interments will be
authorized until the new gravesite has been inspected and approved by one or
more ofthe Board of Cemeteiy Trustees". ].
14. The care of shnibs and perennial plants already in place on any lot, which does
not have Perpetual Care coverage, shall be the responsibility of the owner, heirs
or assignees of that lot. No plants or shrubs shall be planted at the comer points
of any lot. All shrubs and plants shall be planted well within the boundaries of
the individual lot of ail sizes. All avenues benveen two and four grave lots shall
remain free of any type of obstructions. Monuments and shiiibs placed within
avenues prior to 1991 shall not be subjected to this regulation. PeipetuaJ Care
coverage shall be mandatory if shnabs or plants are to be planted on any lot. The
amount of that coverage must provide adequate interest income for their care;
the requested amount shall be two hundred ($200.00) dollars as principal.
15. Perennial plants and shi-ubs shall not exceed a maximum height of 3 'A feet or a
breadth of 2 '/: feet at the base. Those plants or shrubs, which become
detrimental to avenues, paths, lots or monuments, shall be removed after written
notification to the owner of the lot by the Board of Cemetei-y Trustees. Urns
may be used on gravesites. If for any reason, they become detrimental to the
appearance of the cemetery, the Board of Cemetery Trustees shall remove them
and will notify the owner of the lot. [add; "Any unique Jived additions to any
gravesite must receive prior approvalfrom the Cemeteiy Trustees or they will
be removed within 48 hours of notification to the owner of the lot. Additions
that the majority of the Board of Cemeteiy Trustees deem are detrimental to
the appearance of the cemeteries or inappropriate in nature will also be
removed by the Board of Cemeteiy Trustees within 48 hours of notification to
the owner of the lot If the addition effects the safety of the public, it will be
removed immediately ".
]
16. The Board of Cemetery Trustees shall have the authority to grant permission to
erect, to build monument foundations, to clean and to letter all monuments and
to install flush comer stones and flush type markers. The request for pennission
shall be submitted in writing to the Board of Cemetery Tmstees using the
authorized fomi, which also lists the Rules and Regulations go\eming
monuments and markers. Lot owners and monument dealers shall both sign
each request. Pemiission fomis can be obtained by contacting the Board of
Cemetery Tmstees.
17. Lots, paths and roadways shall be mowed and trimmed as often as is necessary
to keep the appearance of the cemeteries neat and orderly. This work will be
,
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supervised by the Board of Cemeteiy Trustees, taking into consideration the
weather conditions and the budget money available. Leaves and debris shall be
raked and removed in the fall or spring of each year.
18. Funds for perpetual care lots may be received by the Town. These funds will be
administered by the Tmstees of the Trust Funds. The Board of Cemetery
Tmstees will make the determination of the care to be given to each individual
lot and to the cemeteiy proper, when interest fiind are applicable.
19. Veterans' markers shall be kept free of grass, weed and grass clippings so that
each is completely readable.
20. Wells for each cemetery shall be maintained during the summer months and a
minimum of at least two barrels shall be placed in each cemeter>' for the disposal
of all types of trash. Barrels and water pumps shall be removed from the
cemeteries and stored in either hearse house during the winter months.
Adopted March 16. 1991






Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Article 2001-40 Updated Aerial Photographs of the Town ofAtkinson
To see if the municipality will vote to purchase a set of updated aerial photographs,
which are of the color infrared type, covering the entire area of the Town of Atkinson and
to raise and appropriate One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) for this puipose.
This article is in addition to Warrant Article 2001-6. the operating budget article.
(Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-41 Citizen Petition - Town Administrator
By Petition: To see if the Town will \ote to establish the position of Town
Administrator with a salary range of Foity Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00) to Foity Eight
Thousand Dollars ($48,000.00) and to raise and appropriate up to the sum of Twenty-five
Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for the same this year. Also that a Search Committee of
five persons; one selectmen, one department head, each appointed by the Board of
Selectmen, and three citizens appointed by the Town Moderator to set a job description,
advertise and screen qualifications for the position. This committee would be advisory
only and bring before the Selectmen a candidate or candidates for their selection on or
before September 15, 2001. This article is in addition to Wairant Article 2001-6, the
operating budget article. (Majority vote required)
Not Recommended by Board of Selectmen
Recommended by Budget Committee
Article 2001-42 Accept Butler Road and Twin Oaks Drive
To see if the municipality will vote to accept Butler Road and Twin Oaks Drive as town
roads. (Majority vote required)
Recommended by Board of Selectmen
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SiAlt UF JNEW HAMFSHIKE
UEFAKIMEIM OF KEVEJNUt AUMIJMSIKAIIUW
MUIMCIFAI. StKVlCEiS UIVISIOJN
F.O. BOX 4«7, (JONCURD, JMH 03302-0487
(603)271-3397
BUDGET OF THE TOWN/CITY
OF: ATKINSON
BUDGET FORM FOR TOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED
THE PROVISIONS OF RSA 32:14 THROUGH 32:24
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2000
or Fiscal Year From January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2000
IMPORTANT;
Please read RSA 32:5 applicable to all municipalities.
1
.
Use this form to list the entire budget in the appropriate recommended and not recommended area.
This means the operating budget and all special and individual warrant articles must be posted.
2. Hold at least one public hearing on this budget.
3. When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the warrant. Another copy must be placed
on file with the town clerk, and a copy sent to the Department of Revenue Administration at the above
address.
We Certify This Form Was Posted on (Date): _January 29, 2001
BUDGET COMMITTEE





















































































































































































































































































































































































Acct.# SOURCE OF REVENUE
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Summary - 2000 Town Meeting
March 14, 2000
Article 2000-2 Zoning-Wireless Communications Facilities
Article 2000-3 Zoning-Seasonal Conversion Reviews
Article 2000-4 Zoning-Correction
Article 2000-5 Zoning-New/ Definitions
Article 2000-6 Zoning-Amendment to Building Code Ordinance
Article 2000-7 Zoning-By Petition: Amendment to 700.1
Article 2000-8 Library Bond ($1,825,000.00)
Article 2000-9 Operating Budget ($2,782,512.00)
Article 2000-10 Build-Out Study From Planning Board
Article 2000-11 Christine Drive ($87,912.00)
Article 2000-12 Devonshire Road ($118,800.00)
Article 2000-13 Leroy Avenue ($35,640.00)
Article 2000-14 Selectmen-Pay increase ($3,250 Members/$3,900 Chair)
Article 2000-15 Fund Request ($1,500.00)
Article 2000-16 Dow Common-Landscaping-Town Identity ($3,000.00)
Article 2000-17 Support of State-Level Funding of Land/Historic
Article 2000-18 Capital Reserve Fund - Cable ($20,000.00)
Article 2000-19 Public Sale of Town Property
Article 2000-20 Curbside Recycle
Article 2000-21 Computer Networking/WAN ($15,000.00)
Article 2000-22 Cemeteries - Section 4 ($26,500.00)
Article 2000-23 Community Center-Parking Lot Paved ($1 .00)
Article 2000-24 Community Center-Update Kitchen ($9,000.00)
Article 2000-25 Pope Field - Fencing ($10,000.00)
Article 2000-26 Atkinson Fire Department - Pagers ($15,000.00)
Article 2000-27 Atkinson Fire Department-Capital Reserve Fund Changes
Article 2000-28 Atkinson Fire Department -Capital Reserve Fund ($25,000)
Article 2000-29 Conservation Administrative Costs
Article 2000-30 Dispose of Police Cruiser
Article 2000-31 By Petition: No Hunting
Article 2000-32 Town Administrator ($25,000.00)
Article 2000-33 Sidewalks ($0).
Article 2000-34 Bike Trails-Meditation Lane ($0)
Article 2000-35 Bike Trails-Westside Drive ($0).
Article 2000-36 Oil Collection Center ($0).
Article 2000-37 Amendment to Code of Ethics
Article 2000-38 Amemdment to Code of Ethics
Article 2000-39 Amendment to Code of Ethics
Article 2000-40 By Petition: Expense Exceeding $1,000
Article 2000-41 By Petition: Reimbursement of Legal Fees ($7,649.00)
Article 2000-42 By Petition: Full Time Chief of Police
Article 2000-43 By Petition: Land use Change Tax Funds
Article 2000-44 Accept Little Rob Road as a Town Road
Article 2000-45 Accept Fieldstone/Sunny Meadow as Town Road
Article 2000-46 Accept Millstream Drive as a Town Road
Article 2000-47 Accept Sleepy Hollow Road as a Town Road



















































Nat Flanagan, a resident of Atkinson for over 40 years, moved tiere in the spring of 1956
witti her husband John. Since that time, she has been actively involved in the workings
of our state government and has had more to do with election law in the state than
anyone else.
As 14-term Republican state legislator, Nat currently holds the honor of being the longest
serving woman representative in the legislative body. Nat has recently received a
standing ovation from her fellow house members in recognition of time served and her
accomplishments.
During her years of service, she has been instrumental in the way that New Hampshire
casts their votes. She has served on the Constitutional Statutory Revision Committee and
its successor, House Elections Committee. As co-sponsor of the bill that changed the
way voters in New Hampshire cast their votes, the issues of "chads" and "dimples" were
not a factor for New Hampshire voters. As a result of Nat's involvement, we avoided the
discrepancies experienced by other states during the last presidential election.
Nat will tell you that she is proud of the long list of ballot changes that have occurred
during her years as a Representative. She is credited with maintaining New Hampshire's
presidential priman/, which is the nation's first. She also was instrumental in changing the
laws, which ensured the ability of voters to register the same day they vote without a
waiting period.
Nat is a petite woman with a twinkle in her eyes. She is a likeable lady who has many
friends. Best of all, she is respected for her contributions and dedication.
J^ats off to 9{at T[anagan.









Over the past two years the Selectmen have been upgrading the technology needed to bring the assessing
function to modern standards. This involves the production of digital tax maps, building a geographic
information system (GiS), and upgrading the computer appraisal system to allow us to update assessments
more frequently.
Taxpayers may have noticed the new tax maps, which are in color. These are much more than just colored
maps, however, the parcels on the map are digitized, that is. the parcels are calculated polygons as opposed
to just lines on a paper. These maps are the first step towards a GIS. This technology will not only be of
assistance to the assessors, they will assist the planning department in taking stock of the growth patterns of
the Town, and will assist in the decision making process as the Town grows. This technology will also be of
assistance to the Conservation Commission, and the public at large for it will, eventually, produce land-based
information upon demand.
In order for the GIS technology to be fully functional, we need to link the parcels to information, or data. The
vast majority of our parcel-based information is in the assessors' computer database. However, the current
system does not lend itself to exporting data outside the system. Therefore the selectmen have authorized the
assessor's agents to recommend appraisal software that will produce exported data upon demand. Through
the selection process. Vision Appraisal Technology was deemed to be a best fit for the Town. This coming
year the data will be converted to the new system, which will also accommodate digital photographs.
Once the conversion is complete, the data will be linked to the digital tax maps. This will allow users to click
on a parcel and have access to all the data on file for the properties. For example, a taxpayer will be able to
click on a parcel, and then have all abutting parcels highlighted, which will allow the user to print a mailing
list of all the abutters. There are many such uses that this technology will permit.
The new computer appraisal system will also allow the Town to begin regular updates to the assessments. As
the market has changed, the assessments h3\'e remained essentially the same, causing the assessments to be
out of line with current market values. When this goes on for a period of time, the Town will be forced to
complete a full revaluation, which are expensive and troublesome to taxpayers because of the unexpected
shifts in tax burdens.
It is the Selectmen's intent to adjust assessments on a more regular basis, to avoid a full revaluation, and to
moderate shifts in taxes by being more responsi\e to the real estate market, whether it increases or decreases.
In this way we can ensure that taxpayers are paying their fair share of taxes every year, and not just when a
revaluation occurs.
While the assessors are continually making corrections to the assessing file when errors are noted, taxpayers
are encouraged to check the data on file for their properties when opportunity allows. Taxpayers may request
an inspection of their property at any time. The assessors will accommodate the taxpayers by going over the
record and making any warranted adjustments.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Selectmen for their continuing support and guidance, as
well as our fellow co-workers throughout the Town Hal! for their friendliness and helpfulness. Most of all we
would like to thank the taxpayers for their patience and assistance as we move to modernize the assessing
otTice.
Respectfully Submitted.
Wil Corcoran, Assessor's Agent
.36.
BUILDING INSPECTOR
'2000' Steady as you go! Projects were proposed, built and continue to move
steadily toward completion. Estimated building permit value for the year was
$33,962,352.00 Our Low-moderate inventory was increased by 4 units. There were
two large construction projects this year (1) Atkinson Golf Course Facility and (2)
Atkinson Academy Addition.
Permit applications can be submitted Monday evenings between 7 P.M. and 8;30 P.M.
Plan ahead so you can begin your projects on schedule
Reminder: Ifyou are a resident hi a condom/nh/m development, remember you need to
obtain Condominium Association approvalprior to applying for a building permit on
your unit.
Check out the Atkinson Web Site www.town-atkinsonnh.com to find special information
regarding building permits, pool permits, office hours and names of inspectors.
2000 Building Permits issued were for the following;




Garages, Carports + Barns 14
Additions, Alterations + Remodeling 59









* A list ofthe 2000 Building Permits is available in the Code Enforcement











The year 2000 was a busy one for the committee. We had several petitions that required attention and some
requests for information.
The Committee was busy reviewing the Code of Ethics Ordinance wording, once again, this year we are
submitting proposed changes to be included in the Town Warrant.
These articles are the results of questions and comments received by members of the Code of Ethics
Committee. We feel that the wording and definitions should be easily understood by all of the Town's
citizens, for this reason we continuously try to improve the wording making the Ordinance easier to
understand by everyone.
The Code of Ethics Committee members hope that these proposed changes will help to clarify the meaning
and intent of those sections being changed.
We would like to thank the voters for their support in approving the 2000 Town Warrant Articles that we
had submitted. w " „.., ', '-- ***,-"- «.
We are open to any questions or comments regarding the meaning, intent, and interpretation of the Code of





Robert A. Murad, Chairman
Richard L. Smith, Vice-Chairman & Secretary




The Atkinson Conservation Commission is an all-volunteer group which is appointed by the Board
of Selectmen. It operates under the auspices of New Hampshire RSA 36-A, which empowers the
Conservation Commission to provide "for the proper utilization and protection of the natural
resources and for the protection of watershed resources of said city or town " The Commission is
the only local board specifically charged to protect the natural resources of the Town, and as
such provides a focal point within town government for environmental concerns. The Atkinson
Conservation Commission serves as an advisory board to the NH State Wetlands Bureau and the
Atkinson Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment.
Year 2000 Activities
In the year 2000, the rapid pace of land development continued barely unabated, keeping the
members of the Conservation Commission busy in a variety of efforts to oversee and protect our
town's natural resources. In our advisory roles, we were called upon numerous times to examine
plans for new developments and to provide opinions on many wetland zoning variance
requests. In addition, the Commission was kept busy with a variety of land conservation and
community education projects
In the Spring, in an effort to further improve one of Atkinson's already protected open space
resources, the Commission applied for and received assistance from a group of students in the
University of New Hampshire Natural Resources Department. Under the guidance of the
Commission, a group of six UNH students spent a semester studying, mapping and
reestablishing the trail network on the Ruth Marshall Conservation Land, which abuts Big
Island Pond off of Boulder Cove Road. Their work culminated in the production of a written report,
a trail guide, and an oral presentation and site walk in early May. The Commission will be
building upon this work to further improve the trails and make the site both enjoyable and
educational for all visitors.
At the beginning of the year, we closed on the purchase from the Marshall family of 31.5 acres
of beautiful upland forest located between Oak Ridge Drive and Industrial Way, a significant
acquisition in our plan to increase protected open space in that area of town. The money for this
purchase came from the Conservation Fund, a permanent fund established by the Town for the
purpose of open space protection and preservation.
The current primary funding mechanism for the Conservation Fund is the Current Use Change
Tax. In essence, as land is developed and its tax status changes, money is deposited into the
Fund. As a result of the large-scale land development of the past few years, the
Conservation Fund's balance has increased rapidly. Unfortunately, the cost of land has
also risen precipitously during this time, thus making land protection via direct purchase
an ineffective use of our money. Following the purchase of the Marshall property in January,
we chose not to pursue the purchase any additional land for the year, but instead let the
Conservation Fund gather interest while we explored alternate protection options and waited for
the real estate market to settle down
Help Protect the Conservation Fund!
Since 1998, you the Townspeople have continually expressed your support for the allocation of
100% of the Current Use Change Tax to the Conservation Fund. You have done this repeatedly
even though both the Selectmen and Budget Committee have recommended against it. Your
support clearly demonstrates that conservation of open space continues to be a top
priority among the residents of Atkinson. Nevertheless, a small group of citizens feels that
allocating even this modest amount of public money for the protection of land for the public good
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is wrong, and they have once again sponsored a petitioned warrant article which this year
proposes to halt all contributions of the Current Use Change Tax to the Conservation Fund.
The members of the Conservation Commission encourage all Atkinson citizens who care about
the quality of their environment to continue to resist efforts to weaken allocation of the
Current Use Change Tax for conservation purposes. Not only is it more important than ever to
protect the few open spaces we have left in order to maintain the way of life which we all cherish
here in Atkinson, but we feel that such efforts are "penny wise", but "pound foolish".
First of all, the sudden influx of money into the Conservation Fund in 1999 is shown to be an
anomaly by the fact that Current Use Change Tax revenues declined significantly in 2000
over 1999, while the pace of development remained relatively unchecked. In the year 2000,
only $67,000 was deposited into the Conservation Fund via the Current Use Change Tax, as
opposed to over $276,000 in 1999, a decrease of over 75%. Still, the amount collected in 2000 is
more than twice the annual average amount collected over the 10 years preceding 1999 (average
of $32,300 collected annually over the years 1989 to 1998). As more land comes out of the
limited pool of Current Use, and as the pace of development returns to normal, we can therefore
assume that even if the current Change Tax allocation to the Conservation Fund remains in
place, contributions to the Fund in future years will continue to decline.
Secondly, multiple studies (conducted in New Hampshire towns) have shown that preservation
of open space actually has a positive tax impact to the Town. Because open space requires
very few town services, the Town actually collects more in tax revenue from open space than it
costs to provide services to it. The studies have shown this to be true even of land that is in
Current Use! On the other hand, land which is developed for housing results in a significant
negative tax impact due to the required roads, police, fire and schools.
Another reason to continue to build the Conservation Fund is the recent establishment at the
state level of the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program, or LCHIP This
program provides for matching funds of up to 50% from the State of New Hampshire for projects
which help to conserve natural and historic resources. In order to take advantage of this
program, a town must supply at least 25% of the total funds in cash, thus making a ready supply
of funds critical to our ability to utilize this "double your money" opportunity.
An Action Plan for the Conservation Fund
One prevailing misconception about the Conservation Fund is the myth that expenditures from
the Fund are totally at the discretion of the Conservation Commission and that there is no
oversight. In actuality, any expenditure of any funds for the purchase of any interest in land
is always subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen The Commission maintains and
regularly updates a plan of action for protection and/or acquisition of key land parcels throughout
town. This plan, originally developed in 1999 and approved by the Selectmen, identifies land
parcels having significant open space value and for which the Commission would like to obtain
protection in the near future.
The Commission is always interested in talking with Atkinson landowners about the
possibility of acquiring or protecting land parcels which are significant from an ecological
and/or scenic perspective, and about the variety of financial arrangements and land use
practices which can be mutually beneficial to both the owner/seller and to the Town. In addition
to outright purchase at market value, other methods of open space protection which we have
been actively exploring with landowners include: 1) purchase at below-market value using
matching funds, 2) the purchase or donation of a conservation easement, or 3) outright land
donation. - ' ~
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Help Wanted!
Last May, the Commission welcomed aboard three new members, and they have been busy from
the start, learning all about wetlands protection laws and the myriad policies and procedures that
govern our workings. However, despite this recent influx of fresh faces, the Conservation
Commission is always seel<ing additional new members and volunteers for projects
throughout the community. The Commission consists of 7 full-time members, appointed by the
Selectmen for 3-year terms, and 2 alternates, appointed for 1 year. Meetings are held the 1st
Monday of each month at 7:30pm in the Town Hall. If you are interested in serving on the
Commission or simply curious about the workings of the Commission, please attend a meeting or
contact the Atkinson Selectmen's office.
And finally, as you go to register your vehicle(s) this year, the Commission encourages everyone
to consider paying a little extra for the new conservation, or "Moose" license plate. The extra
fee charged for this plate will directly benefit existing state conservation, wildlife, and historic
preservation programs. Your display of this ungainly but handsome creature on your car or truck
demonstrates not only your support for these kinds of programs, but also your real commitment to
making New Hampshire a better place to live Please see Linda Jette or any of the helpful
assistants at the Town Clerk's office for more details.
Respectfully submitted.
Scott Kukshtel
Chairman, Atkinson Conservation Commission
2000 Conservation Fund Financial Statement
Beginning Balance (as of 1/1/00) $177,167.95
Additions
Interest earned $9,289.57
CU Change Tax $67,066.84
Subtractions
CU Change Tax Rebate $39,000.00
Ending Balance (12/31/99) $214,524.36
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ATKINSON FIRE DEPARTMENT
As the growth of our community continues, our calls for service are also
increasing. The Fire / Rescue department responded to 368 calls during 2000, and
accumulated over 8,191 hours of volunteer time. We continue to provide the
highest level of professionalism at every call and strive to maintain an up to date
trainmg schedule for all members.
V-
Now that we have moved into our new facility we are able to invite instructors
from all relative fields to provide us with the necessary training to maintain our
skills. We again thank the Townspeople for their support in building this state of
the art facility.
In the upcoming months you will be hearing that the fire department is looking
into the possibility of being paid for our services. This does not mean a hjll time
department. Only that the volunteers would get an hourly pay for the time they
put in to serve their community. I will be presenting a comprehensive plan for
next year.
The inspection department has also been very busy this year as you might imagine.
Inspector's Farley and Weymouth have accumulated over 1,434 hours while
continuing to enforce all related codes and ordinances. If you have any questions
about fire prevention they are always available to discuss them with you.
This year our fire prevention program at the schools, coordinated by Inspector
Farley, was again very valuable to teaching the children about the dangers of fire.
We were fortunate to have the Home Depot Training Trailer to instruct students on
the importance of fire escape plans. We hope we will be able to bring the trailer
back into our town in the future.
We are in desperate need for volunteers to serve in the fire and rescue squad. If
you are interested please contact the department at 362-561 1
.
I again would like to thank the Townspeople for your continued support, and also,
the Selectmen and members of town government for their excellent working
relationship with the fire department. Most of all, thanks to all the dedicated
volunteers of the Atkinson Fire and Rescue squad, that unselfishly stand ready to
protect and serve their neighbors and community. ««-
Respectfully submitted.









Grass / Brush Fires
Vehicle Fires
Chimney / Woodstove Fires








Trash / Refuse Fires
Misc. Fireworks
Misc. Gas Grill Problem






















Number of Patients Seen 257
Transports:
Family Mediation & Juvenile Sen>ices
of
Southern Rockingham County^
On behalf of the Board Members, Staff and Clients of Family Mediation of Southern Rockingham
County I would like to take this opportunity to thank the citizens of Atkinson for their support dunng the
past year, and in the coming years. Family Mediation is proud and fortunate to serve the towns in the
Plaistow District Court Catchement Area.
The program has been providing services to the residents of this area since 1983. The program
provides a number of services, aside froin Mediation, to the Plaistow District Court, the local schools, to
individual clients and to other area agencies. I would invite you all to stop by our office at the Old
Atkinson Police Station to learn more about the program and its ser\'ices.
This past year has been a busy one. Made even busier by the fact that we've been searching for a
Director twice this year. One left to finish her Doctorates Degree and another left for personal reasons. We
are still interviewing for a new Director at this time and hope to have the position filled shoilly. Our
services, however, have not been adversely affected. Our staff, Leslie Miller and Rich Cram ha\e been
outstanding in seeing to it that the Program runs efficiently and effecti%'ely. This has not been an easy job
and the Board recognizes and appreciates the efforts Leslie and Rich have made.
The Board also recognizes the efforts and sacrifices of all of our volunteer Mediators, without
whom the Program wouldn't exist. There are also many other people who greatly assist in the Program's
ability to function. Those people with whom we interact at the schools, the Court, the various State,
County and local agencies and local groups who make our job a little bit easier and worthwhile.
A special thanks to some of the special people, such as Jake and Una Collins, and Patty
Macomber, whose support of the Program has never wavered and is always there. The Program, I, and the
entire Board of Directors cannot thank these people enough for all they have done for the Program.
Finally, 1 would like to thank all of the members of the Board of Directors from the member towns
for their efforts and sacrifices. The monthly meetings, the special meetings, the off-hours phone
conversations and the dedication to seeing to it that the Program functions as intended are not an easy task.
As a group, they are dedicated and a pleasure to work with. 1 dare say that our meetings ha\'e to be the
most fun a person can have once a month and still be doing something legal. This is directly due to the
people involved their willingness to expend both time and effort into something worthwhile in a positi\e
manner. I look foi-ward to being involved with the Program for many years to come. With your continued
support, that will be a reality.
Respectfully submitted,





The year 2000 was an industrious and achievement filled year.
Town Meeting went well with all the road improvement articles passing and the budget staying
intact. This allowed Devonshire Road, Leroy Ave., and Christine Drive to be reclaimed and
repaved. This process not only makes the roadway smooth to drive on, but also strengthens the
foundation of the roadway and allows the road to be graded to ensure proper crown and slope.
This method of rehabilitation using reclamation, gravel enhancement and repaving is 1/3 to V^ the
cost of full reconstruction. Full reconstruction is essentially removing the old road and starting
over. The reclamation process is also much friendlier to the traveling public, the roads remain
open to traffic throughout the process and the process is much quicker than a full rebuild. This
lessens the numbers of days the homeowners and drivers are inconvenienced.
Shim and overlay is the second process your highway department used in year 2000. In 2000 we
repaved Meditation Lane, a part of Sawyer Ave., and Summit Drive up to Christine (thus
completing Summit in a two-year effort.) Shim and overlay is 1/3 the cost of reclamation allowing
us to repave close to two miles of roadway per year.
The rest of the construction season was filled with shoulder cutting, tree removal, brush cutting,
sign replacement and patching keeping your part time highway department busy.
There were two other notable projects that I was involved in overseeing in 2000. First, Mediation
Lane had a section rebuilt by Lemery Construction Co. as an off-site improvement for his
development project. This project fell behind schedule due to the ledge encountered and the
difficult blasting conditions. This project definitely improved safety concerns for drivers and
pedestrians with the cost absorbed by Lemery Construction. 08r thanks go to George Lemery
and the Atkinson Planning Board for that.
The second project, the Academy Avenue intersection was completed on time and on budget.
This intersection had been a safety concern for years and now meets and exceeds NH DOT
design and safety standards.
The 1999/2000 winter season was much less challenging than the present winter. This winter, so
far has had many long, drawn out nuisance storms. I am proud of the men and women and their
equipment that keep our roads clear. Their willingness to come to work at any hour on any day
needs to be appreciated. I am grateful for their commitment.
In closing, I'd like to thank everyone for their continued support of the Capital Improvement Plan.
We are in the third year of a ten-year plan, which level funds and then gradually reduces
spending. I also appreciate your support over the last ten years as your road agent; I am now






The Atkinson Historical Society began the new century in a very positive, productive way
The year 2000 saw the introduction of "Atkinson Then and Now - 2nd Edition", the updated
history of the town, which went to print late in 1999. This book was three years in the making
and has been vei7 well received jf /
As part of its ongoing effort to preserve the past, the Society presented a series of three
programs on the preservation of historical records, photos and fabrics which had good public
attendance. A program on Native Americans of the Merrimack Valley was held at the Town Hall
and was "standing room only".
The Society once again had a float in the Memorial Day Parade and a Holiday Open
House in December The Open House gives members an opportunity to decorate the building
from top to bottom as it would have been in Victorian times, and welcome the public with a
wonderfial atmosphere of Christmas
Gifts from residents of the town, past and present, have added many items to our displays.
The genealogy section in our reference room is growing by leaps and bounds and we have been
able to fill many requests for information that have come in to us
Students from Atkinson Academy paid their annual visit as did the Cub Scouts, Brownie
and Girl Scouts, all of them wanting to learn more about Atkinson's place in history.
The year 2001 will see the Society's eftbrts concentrated on the restoration and
preservation of its physical plant, the Parson Peabody House or, as it is more commonly known,
the Kimball House Museum At 229 years of age, our grand old lady is showing signs of wear
and tear By the Fall she will be wearing a new coat of paint, her sagging sills will have been
replaced and she will be an asset to the Town Center.
The Historical Society is open to the public on Wednesday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00
PM and on the first Saturday of each month from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Special visits can be
made by appointment. For the first time in its 46 year history, the Society has a telephone (and an
answering machine) and can be reached at 362-93 1
7
Respectively submitted,
Adele Dillon, Secretary _^^
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l^fie l{im6aCC(Pu6Cic LiSrary
The year 2000 continued the Kimball Public Library's upward trend of usage by
the residents' of Atkinson. Both books circulated and number of library
cardholders hit record highs. While we were disappointed by the results of the
March 2000 vote, the tmstees believe that the need for a new libraiy is clearer
eveiy year. Passage by the voters of the necessary bond will occur in the near
future. It is our intention to make the case for construction of a new libraiy until
that happens.
During the year we also established the Kimball Public Libraiy endowment fund.
The puipose of this fund is to provide some operating flexibility for the library in
the future. During 2000 the Libraiy received several generous contributions and
bequests. Having this fund will make it easier for individuals to consider the
library when making charitable decisions.
In the meantime, the library works hard to meet the needs of the residents. Due to
space limitations we must remove older items whenever new ones are added.
However, we continue to provide the latest and most popular items in fiction, non-
fiction, and videos, including DVD's.
This year we also expanded the hours of operation and liberalized some of the
lending policies. Mitchell Perlow the Library Director, Carolyn BiiT the Assistant
Director, and the library staff are an experienced and hardworking team. Our
patrons know them for their exceptional sei-vice. despite at times working in less
than ideal conditions. We'd like to take this opportunity to thank them for their
efforts.
In conclusion we hope you continue your fine support of the library. If you
haven't been in the library in a while come on in and "check it ouf . You might be
surprised at what you'll find.
"Ctfully^tthmitted.
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Residential development plans which subdivide large tracts of land have slowed
considerably during the year 2000 There is less suitable land remaining in Town, so we
expect this trend to continue.
The major subdivision approved during 2000, is a mixed cluster known as Cogswell
Farm. This is the first development to utilize the recently enacted Scenic Vista
Preservation incentive. The farm fields in the center of town will retain the agricultural
character they have shown for hundreds of years, and the 46 homes built on the balance
of the parcel will be set back behind the tree line.
Other residential plans for the year were mainly lot line adjustments and other
subdivision creating 4 new lots near Westside Drive.
Beyond that we approved a few minor commercial plans of changes to existing facilities.
We also approved one new commercial building in the CI zone. The most noteworthy
commercial plan was the tower erected near Route 111. This site plan adhered to the
Tower regulations adopted by the town on the 2000 Warrant.
The plans for the future include improving our zoning ordinance regarding cluster
developments. We will also work on updating certain chapters of the Master Plan when
Census 2000 figures are available.
We work diligently to preserve Atkinson's small town rural charm, within the framework
of the zoning ordinances you have adopted through the years. We welcome your ideas
and input, and you are always welcome at our monthly hearings and work sessions.
Plannin£ Board activity for 2000
Lemerv' Bnilding Co., Inc. - Site Plan/Subdi\ision Cogswell Fann' . off Meditation & Main Street.
Rural Cluster Residential Development under Scenic Vista Regulation Section 505. New streets - Granite
Ridge Road. Fox Hollow Road. Steeple View Drive. Parish Square. Partridge Lane. Existing farmhouse
w72 acres; 6- four bedroom dwellings: 1 1 three bedroom units; 30 two bedroom units (47 units) on 56.32
Acrcpropert>. Map 13. Lot 1. Approved 1/19/00. Recorded -5/1 9/00-D#28056 ; ;:;r.rTT(.
Charles Ermer, Palmer Gas Co. Amended Commercial Site Plan to add 3- 30.000 gallon propane tanks
including pumps and equipment Propert\ located at 13 Hall Farm Road, Map 16. Lot 14. CI Zone.
Approved 5/17/00. Recorded 8/4/00 - #E)28245.
Brant & Louise Saver and Jendrew Realty Trust Lot Line Adjustment Plan (equal area exchange). On
properties located on Dow A\enue, Map 8. Lots 124 & 124-1. TR2/RR2 zone. Approved - 5/17/00.
Recorded 5/19/00 - #D28054.
Peter & Rachel Pratt and Settler's Ridge, Inc. Lot Line Adjustment Plan . Properties located on Pope
Road. Map 12. Lots 7 (Pratt) and Lot 24 (Settler's Ridge. Inc.) RR2 zone. Proposal to move lot line for Lot
7. 65' east onto Lot 24. Approved - 6/2 1/00. Recorded - 8/4/00 -#C28244
,50
William Ashford - 2 Lot Subdivision Plan . Property located at 24 Wcstsidc Drive, Map 17.
Lot 29. This Subdivision Plan creates a 4.01 -acre lot with the existing dwelling (24 Westside Drive) and a
2().44-acrc lot to be known as Map 17. Lot 29-7 with frontage of 150". Approved 7/19/00. Recorded -
8/4/00 - #D28246 SUBJECT TO IMPACT FEE!
15 Railroad Ave., LLC - Lot Line Adjustment Plan to add 767 sq ft from the Boston & Main in Plaistow
(railroad parcel) to lot 38-3-14 (15 Railroad Ave.. LLC.) located on Blossom Road, Plaistow, NH.
Approved 8/16/00 Recorded by Town of Plaistow.
Gilles Gagnon - Commercial Site Plan for a proposed 15,034 sq.ft. Office/Warehouse building to be
located on 14 Industrial Way. (land 86,906 sq.ft.) Map 16, Lot 49, CI zone
Approved -7/19/00. Recorded 8/22/00 - #D2829I
.
C. Warren Stickney Lot Line Adjustment Plan for property located on Westside Drive, Atkinson &
Haverhill Road, Salem. Tax Map 1 1, Lot 15 & 15-2(C. Warren Stickney) and Lot 1 1-34 (Dan &
Jacqueline Traynor) TR2 & RR3 Zone Approved 9/20/00 Recorded 1 i/8/00 - #D28499.
American Tower Corporation Proposed 190' Monopole and Wireless Communication Facility on 1 1.77
acre parcel located on Rte. #1 1 1, Map 20, Lot 35-1, CI zone. Property owned by PAVCO, LLC.
Conditionally Approved 9/20/00
William Ashford Proposed 4 Lot Residential Single Family Cluster Subdivision of 20.4 acres located on
Westside Drive, Map 17. Lot 29-7, TR2 & RR3 zone. Conditionally Approved 1 1/15/00. SUBJECT TO
IMPACT FEES.
Steven Lewis, Inc. Amended Commercial Site Plan for a 26'x20' Two Stor\' Addition to an existing Office
Building located at 1 1 Main Street, Map 5, Lot 5-14, C Zone. Conditionally Approved 1 1/1/00. Recorded
12/19/00-#D28617
William & Joanne Haskell - Commercial Site Plan on an existing mixed use residential/commercial site
with an existing 1.130 sq. ft. retail building located at 17 Main Street, Map 5, Lot 7, C Zone. Conditionally
Approved 11/15/00. Recorded 12/19/00-#C28615
Atkinson Farm, Inc. - Lot Line Adjustment Plan for a portion of the Atkinson Country Club to create an
cqui\alent land area exchange between properties owned by Atkinson Farm, Inc. & Peter Lew is with
properties owned by George Merrill & Sons. Total land area involved in this exchange is .80 Acres located
off Shannon Road. MAP 1. Lot 14 & Map 6. Lot 1. RR2 SCR Zone. Approved 1 1/15/00. Recorded
12/I9/00-#D28616
Bell Atlantic /Verizon Minor Site Plan for an existing building located on Main Street, Map 13, Lot 2. TC
zone. Plan proposes placement of a 10"xl5".x8"' thick concrete slab for an emergency generator in case of
power loss. Application denied 12/20/00.
Thomas & Beverly Masse / William Ashford Lot Line Adjustment Plan for equal exchange of land ( . 10
Ac) on properties located on Westside Drive, Map 17. Lot 29 and 29-7 , RR3 & RR2 Zone, owned by
Thomas & Beverly Masse. Approved 12/20/00. Recorded
Harold Morse, Chairman
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POLICE DEPARTMENTS 2000 ANNUAL REPORT
DURING THE YEAR 2000 THE POLICE DEPARTMENT WENT THROUGH SOME MAJOR
CHANGES. THE FIRST WAS THE FORMATION OF A POLICE UNION. SEVERAL
OFFICERS REQUESTED TO FORM A UNION TO REPRESENT THEM ON BENEFITS AND
SALARY ISSUES. AT THE PRESENT TIME THE TOWN IS STILL IN CONTRACT
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNION REPRESENTATIVES. I AM SURE THAT WHEN ALL
IS SAID AND DONE WE WILL BE ABLE TO COME TO A MUTUAL AGREEMENT AND WILL
BE ABLE TO PRESENT A CONTRACT TO THE RESIDENTS AT OUR NEXT ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING.
THE SECOND ISSUE IS THE MORAL OF THE DEPARTMENT.
IS AT A ALL TIME HIGH. ALL OFFICERS ARE WORKING
OUR RESIDENTS WITH THE BEST SERVICE POSSIBLE.
PRESENTLY THE MORAL
TOGETHER IN PROVIDING
OUR CRIME RATE IS STILL ONE OF THE IF NOT THE LOWEST IN ROCKINGHAM
COUNTY. WE DID EXPERIENCE SOME THEFTS OF CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT.
THESE THEFTS ARE UNDER INVESTIGATION AND HOPEFULLY WE WILL BE ABLE TO
BRING THE PERPETRATORS TO COURT.
I AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT LAST YEAR WE WERE ABLE TO PUT ON SEVERAL NEW
PROGRAMS FOR THE CHILDREN AT THE ACADEMY SCHOOL. MRS. WEBSTER THE
PRINCIPAL AT THE ACADEMY HAS ASSURED US THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO
CONTINUE PROVIDING PROGRAMS FOR THE CHILDREN DURING THIS SCHOOL YEAR.
LAST YEAR WE WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE SOME NEW PROGRAMS FOR OUR SENIORS.
THE RECREATION COMMITTEE, ESPECIALLY PATTIE MANGINI AND NORIKO YOSHIDA
HAVE PUT IN PLACE MANY NEW PROGRAMS AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER FOR OUR
SENIORS.
I HAVE IN THE PAST AND WILL CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE TO MAKE MYSELF
AVAILABLE TO ANY ATKINSON RESIDENT. I CAN BE REACHED AT THE POLICE
STATION AT 362-4.001, OR AT MY RESIDENCE AT 362-5627. ALL MEMBERS OF
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT ARE DEDICATED IN PROVIDING THE RESIDENTS OF
ATKINSON WITH THE MOST EFFICIENT AND PROFESSIONAL POLICE SERVICE
POSSIBLE. PLEASE DRIVE DEFENSIVELY, LOVE AND RESPECT THY NEIGHBOR, AND






We continually strive to add new activities and programs to our slate and the year 2000 was no
exception
The Senior Program at the Community Center has been thriving due to the energetic and creative
efforts ofour Recreation Coordinator, Noriko Travers. She is headquartered at the Center daily and
leads programs such as yoga, Tai Chi, line dancing and games. A hat show has already been
scheduled for the Spring. Please call her or stop in with suggestions or comments.
The trips and events for the year included the following new and '"old" activities:
Ski Trip to Mount Sunapee in February; Easter Egg Hunt at Woodlock Recreation Area
(Pope Field) in March; Fishing Derby at the Community Center in May; Memorial Day Parade
in May; trip to Boston to see the Tall Ships in July; Senior Luncheon (with the Atkinson
Garden Club and Civic Club) in August, Make-a-Difference Day charity collections at the
Community Center in October; Fall Foliage Trip and shopping at Yankee Candle in October;
Outlet Shopping Trip to Tilton in November; Foxwoods Trip in November; Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony at the Community Center in December; Boston Pops Concert at LTMH in
December and a Senior Christmas Luncheon at the Community Center (with the Atkinson
Garden Club and Civic Club) in December
We always welcome your suggestions for new and different ideas.
The annual Sun 'n Fun Program experienced a change in venue as construction at Atkinson Academy
necessitated a move to Pope Field. The change worked out better than expected! A summer of
great weather, eager counselors, energetic campers and cooperative parents contributed greatly to
the success of the program! The middle school camp at the Community Center was also well-
attended and enjoyed by all.
Our sponsorship ofthe Timberlane Community Band has produced exciting results. The band, under
the direction of Anthony DiBartolomeo ofTimberlane Regional High School, played and performed
throughout the district all year, including our Memorial Day Parade. They look forward to a full
calendar of concerts and events for 2001 . There are always openings for musicians of all ages.
We enter the new Millennium with eagerness and liigh expectations ofoffering Atkinson the very best
in activities and resources to enjoy our community and neighbors! Thank you to everyone for your
ever-present, selfless volunteer contributions that never fail to produce such pleasant and satisfying
results!
Respectfiilly submitted.





ATKINSON TOWN CENTER COMMITTEE
The Atkinson Town Center Committee was formed the evening of January 4,
2000 at the Community Center. The turn out was great. We had 25
interested and concerned residents at this meeting, representing virtually all
Atkinson organizations. J Z ]/%-.. h'
We began with introductions of all those in attendance, discussed our
backgrounds and what we would like to see accomplished with the Dow
Common now that it had been enlarged due to the reconfiguration of
Academy Avenue and the building of our new Fire Station.
Discussions were held as to how the committee would function and who
would chair our meetings. James Bonfiglio and Howard Seckendorf
volunteered to co-chair the committee.
The first order of business was to establish a name for the committee. It was
decided that the name would be the Atkinson Town Center Committee
(ATCC). For purposes of this report reference to the committee will be
ATCC.
It was decided that the focus of the ATCC was not limited to the boundaries
of the Dow Common. Instead, working with other organizations the ATCC
wanted to link the Dow Common area with existing and future town
buildings to create and aesthetically pleasing and identifiable Town Center.
The ATCC has continued to move in this direction, i,
In January, 2000, the Board of Selectmen recognized the ATCC entity. They
and other committees have been receiving copies of the meeting minutes to
follow the ATCC's progress.
Since the first two meetings in January, 2000 the ATCC has been meeting
on the second Tuesday of each month, first in the old Fire Station and then
in the new Fire Station. The ATCC would like to take this opportunity to
thank Chief Mike Murphy and his staff for making the conference room
available to the ATCC for meetings which have always been open to the
public.
In July, James Bonfiglio resigned his position. Nina ^--ay was nominated and
elected to fill the position of co-chairperson.
^" 11 Si 11
Open discussion took place as to what features should be considered in the
overall planning for the Town Center and, in particular, the Dow Common.
.54,
The ATCC accomplishments thus far include:
1
.
Defined the Town Center as the area from the new Fire Station, Dow
Common, Kimball House, Kimball Library, old fire station (now
demolished) to the Town Hall area.
2. Cleaned up around the Dow Monument, cut down the yews exposing the
monument base, cut down and removed two dead trees, planted a new
Balsam Fir tree on the Common replacing the tree that was cut down in
order to relocate Academy Avenue, installed permanent electrical power
on the Common, eased the bank grade by the Kimball House, and
relocated the World War I, World War II, Korean monuments.
3. In response to many requests from residents to be able to donate funds
toward portions of the Commons (i.e. benches, lanterns) as memorials,
or, in general, offset the costs of the Common project, a bank account
was established in the name of the Friends of the Town Center with Una
Collins serving as Treasurer.
ATCC has twice polled the wishes of the residents of Atkinson. First at the
Memorial Day parade where a pavilion concept was first presented. The
ATCC spent the summer researching all aspects the various plans presented
at the Public Hearings. September was the first time that a hearing was
called to outline the three plans. These plans were:(1) To leave the Dow
Monument as is; (2) To move the Dow Monument to the center of the Dow
Common; and (3) To leave the monument where it is and erect a pavilion in
the center of the Dow Common.
Areas were marked to indicate where changes would be. Any of the
aforementioned action would include trees, lanterns, sign, benches, and
walkway. As a result of the November straw poll held simultaneously with
the Presidential election, the ATCC is proposing two articles to be included in
the Town Warrant.
It is the hope of the ATCC that you, the residents of Atkinson, will indicate
your preference by voting on these articles to help the ATCC move forward
in the upcoming year to establish a Town Center of which we can all be
proud.
Respectfully submitted.
Howard Secl<endorf, Jr. \A,/ Nina Gray
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SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
The Supervisors of the Checklist had a busy year for 2000,We had four elections and saw
an increase in voter registration. In January the number of voters was 4.856 and
currently the number is 5,254 in January 2001.
In accordance with RSA 654:38 the Supervisors of the Checklist will verify the
checklist in 2001.
Letters will be sent to any voter currently on the list who did not vote during the year
2000, The Delibertive sessions for the School and Town and Town Election for the
year 2001 will be considered a re-registration, also .
~
'- ' ^'< "^^'^ '
We have moved the polling place to the Community Center, from the Town Hall, as there
is more room and more booths can be set up for voting.
Supervisors of the Checklist:





TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE FOREST RANGER REPORT
There are 2,200 Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Forest Fire Wardens throughout the state. Each town has a Forest Fire
Warden and several Deputy Wardens who assist the Forest Rangers with forest fire suppression, prevention and law
enforcement. The number of fires reported during the 2000 fire season was below average as referenced in the statistics
below. Despite this, our network of fire towers and detection patrols were still quite busy with the fire towers being first
to report over 135 fires. These fires were quickly and accurately reported to the local fire department for their prompt
and effective suppression efforts. Wildland fires occurring in areas where homes are situated in the woodlands are a
serious concern for both landowners and firefighters. Homeowners can help protect their homes by maintaining
adequate green space around them and making sure that houses are properly identified with street numbers. Please
contact the Forest Protection Bureau to request a brochure to assist you in assessing fire safety around your home and
woodlands.
To aid your forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State Forest Ranger, contact your local Warden or Fire
Department to find out if a permit is required before doing ALL outside burning. Fire permits are required for any open
burning unless the ground is completely covered with snow where the burning will be done. Violations of RSA 227-
L;17, the fire permit law and the other burning laws of the State of New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by
fines of up to $2,000 and/or a year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are eleven forest Rangers who work for the New Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands, Forest Protection
Bureau. Forest Rangers have investigated numerous complaints regarding violations of the timber harvest and forest
fire laws and taken enforcement action to ensure compliance. If you have any questions regarding forest fire or timber
harvest laws, please call our office at 271-2217, or for general information visit our website at www.dred.stale.iih.us.
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers, 2 mobile patrols and 3 contract aircraft patrols. This early
detection system and reports from citizen's aid in the quick response from local fire departments. These factors are
critical in controlling the size of wildland fires, keeping the loss or property and suppression costs as low as possible.
Due to pennitting and fire safety concerns, please contact your local fire department BEFORE using portable outdoor
fireplaces and vessels, including those constructed of clay, concrete or wire mesh.
Please contact your local fire department before doing ANY outside burning.
REMEMBER ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES!
2000 FIRE STATISTICS
(All Fires Reported thru November 10, 2000)
TOTALS BY COUNTY CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
APPLICATION FOR COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
Atkinson couldn't function as well as it does if we didn't have volunteers
to work on the several boards, commissions and committees. If you are
a registered voter of Atkinson and would like to serve as a member of of one
of the following, please fill out the form below, noting your area of interest
and submit it to the Selectmen's Office.
Board of Adjustment
Building Needs Committee












TOWN O* ATKINSON, NH
Long, Ryane Marie
TOWN OF ATKINSON, NH
Vital Statistics- Deaths
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